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I n c l u d i n g Moso, Hsi-lrsia, and o t h e r E a s t A s i a n l a n g u a g e s , b u t n o t Western languages. c C u r r e n t p e r i o d i c a l s r e f e r t o number o f t i t l e s c u r r e n t l y r e c e i v e d i n a l l l a n g u a g e s , i n c l u d i n g Western.
ii Not i n c l u d e d i n previous s u r v e y s ; e x c e p t f o r t h e c o l l e c t i o n at C e n t r a l C o n n e c t i c u t , which was t r a n s f e r e d from l l n r t f o r d Seminary; and f u r t h a t at Asian A r t Museum, which was p r e v i o u s l y known a s DeYoung Musewn.
T S U E N -H S U I N TSIEN
The Chinese collection is represented with holdings over 1,000 volumes in 86 libraries; Japanese, 76; and Korean, 23. T h e Chinese has a higher ratio of titles versus volumes than the Japanese and Korean. By titles, the total holdings in 93 collections are 54% in Chinese, 42% in Japanese, and 3.5% in Korean; but by volumes, they are 60% Chinese, 36% Japanese, 3% Korean, and 1% other East Asian languages. O f current periodicals, half the titles are in Japanese, 28% in Chinese, I 0% in Korean, and the rest in Western languages.
T h e holdings in number of volumes o r titles alone sometimes d o not reflect the special strength of an individual collection. For this study, information o n rarities and specialties reported by thirty-three libraries is also included. T h e list has briefly identified some thirty rare book collections and over eighty large subject concentrations in individual collections that are not likely to be duplicated elsewhere in American libraries (See Appendix).
The rare book collections located in a dozen o r more libraries consist of early and fine printing, old manuscripts, rubbings from bronze and stone inscriptions, and other unusual items. Included are at least I oo,ooo volumes ofChinese rare books printed in the twelfth to seventeenth centuries, with a few specimens of the eighth and tenth centuries; more than I 3,000 manuscripts and about 4,000 volumes of early and fine printing in Japanese; approximately 10,000 volumes of movable-type printing in Korean; and nearly 5,000 items of rubbings in Chinese and other languages. In addition, xylography and manuscripts in other East Asian languages (e.g., Manchu, Mongol, Moso, and Tibetan) are also well represented.
The large subject collections include almost all kinds of materials in different languages and areas o n such broad o r specific topics as Confucian classics, Buddhism, biography, genealogy, history and institutions, modern and contemporary affairs, geography, maps, local history and administration, language, literature, drama, novels, individual literary collections, arts, archaeology, science and technology, botany, agriculture, medicine, and military history-as well as such special types of materials as classified encyclopedias, collectanea, archives and documents, posters, handbills, and newspapers. Other special subject collections of significance are believed to exist elsewhere without having been reported by the holding l i b r a r i e~.~ The average annual increase during the five-year period 197 1-75 was 265,000 volumes, a I 3% drop compared with that of 303,000 volumes for the previous period of (Table 2) . A downward trend was especially noted in the first half of the period-when rising costs, depreciation of the dollar, and general budget cuts resulted in a 2 0 % drop in new acquisitions. An upturn was observed during the second half, especially in 19-14/75,when three-fourths of the collections acquired more than the average of the previous four years; a total addition of 320,000 volumes was reported. Among all the collections, ten acquired between 10,ooo and 30,000 volumes each; others added a few hundred to several thousand volumes during the period. T h e total addition of I .4 million volumes in I 97 1-7 5 produced a 2 5% increase in total holdings over that in 1966-70, in comparison with a 395%increase for the previous five-year period (Table 2 ) . If the current rate of growth remains around 300,000 volumes a year, as it has since the I g6os, the total holdings of East Asian materials should reach o r pass the eight million mark by 1980. T h e geographical distribution of the East Asian library resources coincides in "ee catalogs and other publications of ~ndividual pp. 40-42; and supplements In the full report, Apcollections In the Librar) Quitrterl~, XXIX i~g q g ) , pendix C, pp. 49-57, b I n d i c a t e s i n c r e a s e l d e c r e a s e over t h e p r e v l o u s p e r i o d . Source of i n f o r m a t i o n : P r e v i o u s surveys published I" t h e L i b r a r y Q u a r t e r l y 2 9 : l ( J a n u a r y 19591, 35:4 ( O c t o b e r 1 9 6 5 ) ;
CEAL N e w s l e t t e r 1 6 ( O c t o b e r 1 9 6 6 ) , 22 (December 1 9 6 7 ) , 29 (Hay 19691, and 3 3 (December 1 9 7 0 ) ; and k4S N e w s l e t t e r 16:3 ( F e b r u a r y 1 9 7 1 ) .
general with that of the membership of the Association for Asian S t~d i e s .~ Among the 89 collections in the United States, the largest concentration of resources is in the New England-Atlantic Coast area, where 41 collections (46%) with 3.5 million volumes (55%) and 2,250 members (48%) are located. The North Central, or Midwestern area, with 1,265 members (26%), is represented by 23 collections (26%) with I . 3 million volumes (20%); the Pacific area, with 9 I 5 members ( I 9%), by 2 0 collections (23%) with 1.4 million volumes (22%). The less-represented areas include the Mountain region, with 166 members (4%) and four collections (4%) with a little over I 20,000 volumes (2%); and the South Central, I 62 members (3%) and one collection ( I %) with some 30,000 volumes ( I %). There are also three collections with 300,000 volumes in Canada and two collections of smaller size in Brazil and Mexico6 (Table 3) .
Acquisitions, Cataloging, andArrearages
More volumes were acquired than were cataloged in 1974175: during the year, a total of some 320,000 volumes were added but only 280,000 volumes were cataloged, thus making a backlog of I 2% for new acquisitions and a total of about 2 50,000 titles in over a half-million volumes uncataloged at the end of the fiscal year. For selection and acquisitions, the average capability rate per person, both professional and clerical, is between 1,000 and 5,000 titles, or an average of 2,000 titles in 3,000 volumes a year. Based on this estimate, one bibliographer and one clerical assistantboth full-timeengaged in selection, searching, ordering, and accessioning, could handle an average of 4,000 titles in 6,000 volumes a year.
The average cataloging rate per person is between 600 and 2,000 titles, or an Middle A t l a n t i c 1 , 1 2 0 (24%) 6 7 2 3 1 8 (20%) 1 , 2 4 1 , 7 9 9 (19%) S o u t h A t l a n t i c 670 (14%) 5 6 2 1 14 (16%) 1 , 3 3 9 , 9 5 2 (21%) E a s t North C e n t r a l 1 , 0 2 2 (21%) 8 3 3 1 2 1 7 (19%) 1 , 0 1 1 , 2 7 5 (16%) w e s t North C e n t r a l 2 4 3 ( 5%) 2 1 3 6 ( 7%) 268,693 ( 4%) E a s t South C e n t r a l 5 9 ( 1 % ) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 west s o u t h C e n t r a l 1 0 3 ( 2%) 
Note: a Membership o f A s s o c i a t i o n f o r A s i a n S t u d i e s as o f March 1974. About t w o -t h i r d s (3,088) o f t h e g e n e r a l membership o f 5 , 3 4 5 i d e n t i f i e d t h e i r area o f i n t e r e s t w i t h E a s t b i a , i n c l u d i n g G e n e r a l F a r E n s t i E a s t A s i a (2O%)
, China ( 4 4 % ) , Japan ( 2 4 % ) , Korea (2%), and N o r t h e a s t (10%). T h r e e members a t P u e r t o Rico are I n c l u d e d i n South A t l a n t i c and one a t Guam i n P a c i f i average of 1,000 titles in 1,600 volumes a year. Thus one professional cataloger assisted by one clerical worker in descriptive and subject cataloging, typing, calligraphy, labeling, and filing could process an average of 2,000 titles or 3,200 volumes a year. At that rate, to clear up today's backlog accumulation of 250,000 titles or 500,ooo volumes would require the work of at least a dozen professional catalogers plus the same number of clerical assistants for ten years.
The Library of Congress printed cards were adopted by almost all libraries in cataloging. Among a dozen major collections other than the Library of Congress, the percentage of such adoption varied agreat deal-from 9% to 98% for Chinese, I 4% to 95% for Japanese, and 8% to 100% for Korean. The variation resulted from cataloging more or fewer titles of the pre-1958 imprints, or from the length of the period set up by different libraries for awaiting the LC cards for adoption. The cataloging of more current imprints and the longer waitingperiod would permit more use of the LC cards. The average rate of adoption of LC cards was 41 5% for Chinese, 67% for Japanese, 39% for Korean, and 54% for all languages. According to the reports from different collections, the production rate was not always relevant to the number of LC cards adopted in cataloging. This lack of correlation (coefficient of only -.os) may result from different ways of keeping statistics, or from simple or elaborate cataloging in different libraries. Further study could determine what percentage of efficiency would be achieved if more LC cards were adopted in cataloging.
Personnel, FiscalSupport, and Unit Costs
A total of 453 librarians, expressed in terms of full-time equivalent (FTE), were employed in I 97417 5 to handle East Asian materials in 68 collections. These included 206 FTE persons for Chinese (46%), 160 for Japanese (35%), 29 for Korean (6%), EAST ASIAN LIBRARY COLLECTIONS and 58 who deal with all languages, including Western ( I 3%). The technical procedures involved I 2 2 FTE persons (2 5 %) in acquisitions, including selection, searching, ordering, and accessioning; 205 (46%) in preparations, including cataloging, classification, typing, calligraphy, filing, labeling, and binding; and 126 (29%) in services, including reference, circulation, maintenance, and administration. Over one-half of the staff (242) were professional librarians, who are normally involved in administration, book selection, cataloging, and reference work; less than one-half (2 I I ) were supporting staffmembers, generally under the supervision of the professional librarians. The size of staffing of individual collections varied in terms of full-time from one or less in smaller collections to as many as 7 4 at the Library of Congress. The major collections each employed from 10 to 30 (FTE) in acquisitions, cataloging, and services.
There were some 30 vacancies of professional or full-time positions open in 1974-76, including 1 2 for curatorships or section heads, 3 for bibliographers or reference librarians, and I 5 for catalogers and professional assistants. If openings for this two-year period can be used as a basis for estimate, the annual turnover should be about 5% of the present professional staff, or an annual need of about 10 to 15 professional librarians to fill vacancies as a result of promotions, resignations, or retirement. Although fewer positions are available in recent years than five or ten years ago, when annual opening of some 30 to 7 5 positions was r e p~r t e d ,~ the demand for more experienced and highly trained personnel has been persistent. (Table 4) .
The unit cost of materials for 1974175 was $7.00 per volume for Chinese, $8.50 for Japanese, and $8.00 for Korean, with an overall cost of about $8.00 per volume. The cost for acquisitions was $6.00 per title or $4.00 per volume, and for cataloging $ I 3.00 per title or $8.00 per volume, making the total processingcost $ I 9.00 per title or $ I 2 . 0 0 per volume. Based on these figures, the total cost of the material, acquisition, and cataloging was $20.00 per volume. If a library added I ,000 volumes in I 9741 75, the cost was a total of $8,000 for materials and $12,000 for acquisitions and cataloging. Thus, for every dollar spent on materials, $ I .50 was spent for processing. If service cost is added, the total would be $ I .oo for materials and operatingexpenses, and $2.00 for salaries. 
EAST ASIAN LIBRARY COLLECTIONS

Access, Patrons, and Services
Information concerning use and services is incomplete; many collections did not keep such records as were requested, or their services were managed by their parent library. From the figures reported, however, some general patterns of use may be noted. In all university and college libraries, the collections were used not only by their own faculty members and students but also by a variety of visitors, who constituted from one-third to one-half of the total clientele. Most visitors came from one hundred miles or more away; most, including those from foreign countries, came for reference or research purposes. Most of the collections were established to support graduate studies; with a few exceptions, they did serve more graduate than undergraduate students. Most of the visitors were faculty members or students from other academic institutions; but business, industry, and government employees were also among the patrons. For public and federal libraries, all patrons were reported as visitors.
In general, circulation figures are relevant to the size of individual collections and size of faculty and student enrollment. Eleven collections circulated I 0,000 to 20, 000 volumes and six circulated 30,000 to 60,000volumes, representing about 6-1 5% (an average of 8%)of their individual total holdings. More Chinese than Japanese materials were circulated; the figures were generally compatible with the ratio of their total holdings in Chinese (60%) and Japanese (36%). In inter-library loans, most of the major collections lent out more books than they borrowed from other libraries. The figures show that from less than 1% to as much as 10% of the total circulation, including photoduplication requests, was lent by one library to others.
All the university and college libraries were open from 40 to over 100, with a majority between 5 0 and 70, hours per week; other libraries were open around 40 to 50 hours a week. They are all accessible to visitors for reference use, but some of the private institutions charged a fee as high as $400 or $500 for borrowing privileges, to compensate for the cost of handling and servicing.
Szlmmary, Problems, and Recommendations
Compared with that of the previous d e~a d e ,~ the development of East Asian collections in American libraries during the period I 77 1-7 5 was in a general state of stagnation and retrenchment. During this recent five-year period, only a few major collections showed a moderate gain in acquisitions; most of the other collections suffered a loss from the growth they had achieved in the 1960s. A few of them have become inactive, or their programs have been indefinitely suspended. Inflation and budgetary cuts certainly were major reasons for the difficulties, but other factors also contributed to the complexity of the problems. Greater dependence on original and manual work in technical operations, fewer useful reference tools, higher unit costs, and less coordination and cooperation among the collections (in comparison with their Western-language counterparts) are some of the problems involving economy and efficiency. More recently, attention has been called to rationalization of acquisitions, improvement of accessibility, sharing of resources, and upgrading of personnel-all of which need overall and careful planning.
The rapid growth of the field during the I 960s was primarily through the massive support of the language-area studies provided by the federal government and private my "East Asian Library Resources in Ameripp. 1-1 I ca: A New Survey,"AASNewsletter, XVI, 3 (1971), foundations. Although the outside fundingin support of the libraries has been around only 10% of the total investment, encouragement in the form of matching or development funds stimulated the institutional initiative. The retrenchment during the early 1970s resulted primarily from the reorientation of federal aid and the termination of foundation grants, in addition to the shift of priorities in certain institutional programs. The recent infusion of money to the field from several granting agencies (especially the Japanese sources and the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation) has revitalized the activities in some of the collections, but the temporary nature of these grants provides no guarantee for future development. For long-range planning, a review of funding potentials is a necessity."' For future resource development and accessibility, there is a need to define the goals and policies of both individual collections and the field as a whole. What level of acollection should be developed to meet the local needs? What kind of cooperation is possible in acquisitions and resource-sharing on the regional, national, or international level? For guiding individual collections to maintain standards on different levels, checklists of basic and reference collections should be compiled. To provide necessary information to the users, union lists of special subject fields or types of materials should be published. A handbook describing essential resources, facilities, and services available in various collections would be a most desirable basic research tool for scholars, students, and librarians. The brief identification of rarities and specialties (See Appendix) and of publications by and about individual collections (See full report) in this study would serve as the first step toward attaining some of these goals.
For improvement of technical operations, still more effort should be made toward achieving efficiency and economy in unit capabilities and costs through cooperative acquisitions and cataloging. The possible introduction of the NPAC program to cover China and Korea would solve part of these problems. Special attention should then be given to the coordinate use of the Harvard-Yenching classification scheme; adopted by seven of a dozen major collections, it now controls more than 60% of the total resources and two-thirds of new acquisitions. Until cooperation among its users to eliminate duplicate efforts in this area is realized, other efforts solve only part of the cataloging problems of the field.
Another problem is that of preservation and conservation of East Asian materials. Not only do hundreds of thousands of rare documents and old printed editions need special care or restoration (which needs highly specialized techniques in which no expert is available in this country), but new materials also will soon deteriorate. Almost all the Chinese materials published in this century are on newsprint or acid paper, which cannot last more than fifteen to twenty years under normal conditions. Is it worthwhile to acquire such materials, with elaborate rebinding and processing, only to abandon them after a short period? Most users do not like microforms; yet, what other alternatives are there?
In solving some of these technical and academic problems, there is a greater need today than ever before for research in East Asian librarianship. How can modern library techniques be applied to the East Asian library field to achieve efficiency and economy? Can we preserve and perpetuate the traditional scholarship of historical bibliography, or bibliology for handling rare and old materials in the East Asian "'American Council on Education, Library Serton, D.C., 19741, P P 8-9. vices in Support of International Education (Washing-EAST ASIAN LIBRARY COLLECTIONS collections? Serious research is needed in such problems as replacing manual work with more efficient devices, automation of technical and service procedures, methods of conservation and preservation, photoduplication and micro-publishing, critical review of adequacy of both the LC and Harvard-Yenching classification systems, and application of certain management skills for improvement of organization and administration. Historical bibliography-including study of the format, materials, and methods of bookmaking; distribution; and collecting-is a major discipline in Oriental and European scholarship. Concern has been expressed that, if it is not properly preserved and transmitted to the younger generation, it may 'possibly disappear from American scholarship." Methods of teaching and research in this field constitute another major problem in East Asian librarianship.
Finally, an adequate program is needed for training better-qualified personnel to serve in the East Asian field in American libraries.12 The problems involve attracting the best-qualified students to the field, strengthening teaching staff and curriculum, preparing needed teaching and reference materials, and placing the qualified candidates in appropriate positions. All these need careful planning and substantial funding to improve both the quality and the quantity of the present program in order to adequately meet the demand for qualified library personnel for administrative, technical, teaching, and research positions in East Asian studies.
APPENDIX Rarities and Specialties of East Asian Materials in American Libraries
